Lyric: Kalidasa
CHAPTER   VIII The Lyric
Lyrics are short and sweet poems with an intense! emotional appeal, having very slender or no bearing on any narrative theme*    Erotic .poems dealing with the   sentiment   of  Sringara   and   devotional   poems expressive of the author's outburst of Bhakti belong to this variety.   These are classified in Sanskrit as;     ^ Khanda Kavya or Laghu Kavya as distinguished from    ^ A, the Mahakavya.   Though the lyrical element is abund* -v antly found in all  branches of Sanskrit  literature, particularly in the Drama, the lyric as a distinct typf of literature has not been very common in the §ariy ages.   But still the elements which led to the growth of this form ean be traced to a very ancient age.    The hymns of the Rig   Veda  are   all   devotional lyrics addressed to  the Gods.    Though these lyrics called Suktas are meant for ceremonial purposes,  they are occasionally of considerable literary merit.     The great epics, the Mahabharata and the Rarnayana contain many passages which are of value as lyrical composi-tions.    These mark the beginnings*of lyrical literaturip
The Erotic Lyric : Kalidasa
The first writer of lyrics as a distinct form of poetry is Kalidasa as far as we know. The Ritusamhara and the Meghaduta of Kalidasa are two of the greatest lyrics known in Sanskrit literature. The Ritusamhara is a lyric consisting of 144 stanzas in various
intp £ ^egtions, eaQh on? being .devoted, to